Alba helps keep employees protected

Alba Diagnostics have introduced Microflex, America’s top selling protective gloves (as featured in CSI , NCIS & ER) to the European market. The Microflex range includes both latex & non-latex options. The non-latex gloves, sold under the brand name “Midknight” are the first black gloves to market & already proving hugely popular in the UK & Europe.

Marketing Director Elizabeth Reid commented: “Motor vehicle repair is listed as one of the high risk occupations for work-related skin problems by the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) Gloves are therefore recommended amongst other solutions to lessen this risk. We feel the Microflex brand offered a winning combination. Their latex gloves are powder-free & low protein (90% lower protein content than other leading brands, at only 30mcg/g). 

HSE state “Choose non-latex gloves unless there are no alternatives that give the protection needed. If you must use latex, choose low-protein, powder-free gloves.” Protein levels must be lower than 50mcg/g (Diamond Grip is 30mcg/g). In tests, other leading brands had as much as 400mcg/g

Natural rubber latex (NRL) contains proteins to which some individuals may develop an allergy. NRL is classified as a substance hazardous to health, therefore under the COSHH regulations all employers have an obligation to carry out a risk assessment of its use, eliminating it where appropriate, substituting to other less hazardous substances or limiting exposure where its use is absolutely necessary.

Mechanics are noted as one of the “at risk” groups. 

So employers have 2 choices:

1) They retain their latex gloves, making sure they opt for a powder-free & low protein combination such as Microflex Diamond Grip. Employers must undertake a risk assessment & then regular health surveillance (at least annually) to check for dermatitis & asthma

or

2) They opt for nitrile (non-latex gloves like Microflex Midknight), and remove the risk (and the implications & administration of that risk)

As a company, we at Alba have already gone down that route, and now use the black Midknight gloves exclusively. These gloves have proved a huge hit with our employees & with our customers. For those wishing to retain the latex gloves, our alternative of Diamond Grip powder-free & low protein offers our customers the safest alternative.”

Midknight & Diamond Grip gloves are fully reinforced at the 3 tear zones, have a beaded cuff & are ambidextrous. In tests, they’ve been proved to be 50% thicker at the cuff & palm area than other leading brands, with a tensile strength 33% higher.

Offering exceptional performance, comfort & durability, these gloves come in boxes of 100 gloves, 1000 per case. 

Contact Alba on 01592 774333 or email enquiry@albadiagnostics.com for further information

Information relating to the HSE guidelines & the law on latex gloves at

http://www.hse.gov.uk/latex/law.htm
Information on skin-related issues at

http://www.hse.gov.uk/skin/employ/prevention.htm
